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County 
~ NIAGARA Taw:B of .......................................................................................................................... .. 

YBlIge 

Local Law No ...................... ~ ...... _ •.•••• _ ............... - •• of tile year 19 _.IZ ... .. 

A local law ..... ~! ... ~~.~ ... ~?~.~EX. .. ~.!. ... ~!.~~~.:.~ ... p.~.:.~.~~.ry.~ ... ~~ ... ~.~~i£l~ ... § ... Q.f. .. !.h~ ... N~~ ... Y.Q.r:.~ ....................... . 
Environmental Conservatio~raWl·~roviding for environmental quality 
review of actions which may have a significant effect on the 
environment • 

NIAGARA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
Be it ena4t:ted lJy the .............................................. _ ............... _ ............ _ .. _______ .•.••. _ ........................ of the 

(N ..... Lecitllati .. 80..,) 

County 

~ of ...... ~.!.~.~~~.~ .. ~ .............................................. _ ............................................. : ..................................... as follows: 

:¥abge 

1. (a) Unless the context shall otherwise require, the terms, phrases, words, 
dnd their derivatives used in this local law shall have the same meaning as those 
defined in Section 8-0105 of the Environmental Conservation Law and Part 617 of Title 6 
NYCRR. 

(b) "Countyll shall mean the County of Niagara, State of New York. 

2. No decision to carry out or approve an action other than an action listed 
in Section 3 (b) hereof or Section 617.12 of 6 NYCRR as Type II action, shall be made 
by the Niagara County Legislature or by any department, board, commission, officer or 
employee of the County until there has been full compliance with all requirements of 
this local law and Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR, provided however, that nothing herein 
shall be construed as prohibiting. 

(a) The conducting of contemporaneous environmental, engineering, economic 
Feasibility or other studies and preliminary planning and budgetary processes necessary 
to the formulation of a proposal for action which do not commit the County to approve, 
commence, or engage in such action, or 

(b) the granting of any~part of an application which relates only to 
technical specifications and requiren~nts, provided that no such partial approval shall 
l~ntit1e or permit the applicant to commence the action until all requirements"of this 
local law and Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR have been fulfilled. ' 4 • 

3. (a) Consistent with Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR and the criteria therein, 
the actions listed in Section 617.12 of Title 6 NYCRR as-Type I actions. are likely' 
j~O have a s i gni f'l cant effect on the envi ronment. 

(b) Consistent with Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR and the criteria therein, 
'c h e act; 0 n s 1 i s ted ; n Sec t ion 61 7 . 1 2 0 f Tit 1 e 6 NYC R R a 5 T y pel I a (: t ion s, are d eeme d 
not to have a Significant effect on the environment. 

4. For the purpose of assisting in the determination of whether an action may 
or will not have a significant effect on the environment, applicants for parmits or other 
,lppro'/als shall "file a \A/ritten stater.lent with the Niagara County Department of Health 
set t i I1g forth th(~ name of the app 1 i can t; the 1 oca t; on c. f the rea 1 property a ffectE!d, 
if any; a description of the nature of the proposed actioB; and the effect it may have 
oJn the env;ronmE~nt. In tlddition, applicants may include a detailed statement of the 
reasons why, in their V;e\'/, a proposed action mayor will not have a significant effect 
on the environment. Where the action involves an application, the statement shall be 
filed simultaneously with the application for the action. The statement provided herein 
. ,.11 PI: Ilntv ~o~, ... h f"Ion::. ....... mo ...... ::l ... A t"h!l." ,.." ....... ;0.; ... 



such additional relevant information as shall be required in the prescribed form. Such 
statement shall be accompanied by drawings, sketches, and maps, if any, together with any 
other relevant explanatory material required by the Niagara County Department of Health. 

5. Upon receipt of a complete application and a statement, the Niagara County 
Department of Health shall 'cause a notice thereof to be posted on the signboard of the 
County maintained by the County and may also cause such notice to be published in the 
official newspaper of the County or in a newspaper having general circulation within the 
County describing the nature of the proposed action and stating that written views thereon 
of any person shall be received by the Niagara County Department of Health no later than 
a date specified in such notice. 

6. (a) The Ni agara County Depar'tment of Hea 1 th sha 11 render a wri tten determi na
tion on such application within 15 days following receipt of a complete application and 
statement, provided however, that s,uch period may be extended by mutual agreement of the 
applicant and the Niagara County Department of Health. The determination shall state 
whether such proposed action mayor will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
The Niagara County Department of Health may hold informal meetings with the applicant and 
may meet with and consult any other person for the purpose of aiding it in making a deter
mination on the application. 

(b) The limitations provided in this local law shall be coordinated with, 
to the extent practicable, other time limitations provided by statute or local law, 
ordinance or regulation of the County. • 

7. Every application for determination under th'is local law shall be accompanied 
by a reasonable fl~e set forth in this section to defray t.he expenses incurred in rendering 
such determination. The fees shall be as follows: $100.00. 

8. If the Niagara County Department of Health determines that the proposed action 
is not an exempt action, not an action listed in Section 3 (b) hereof or Section 617.12 of 
Title 6 of 6NYCRR as a Tjpe II action anc\ that it will not have a siqnificant effect on 
the environment, the Niagara County Oe?a~tment of Health shall prepare, file and circulate 
such determination as provided in Section 617.7 (b) of Title 6 NYCRR and thereafter the 
proposed action may be processed without further regard to this local law. If the Niagara 
County Department of Health determines that the proposed action may have a significant 
effect on the environment, the Niagara County Department of Health shall prepare, file, 
and circulate such determination as provided in 617 (b) of Title 6 NYCRR and thereafter 
the proposed action shall be reviewed and processed in accordance with the provisions 
of this local law and Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR. 

9. Following a determination that a proposed action may have a significant effect 
on the environment, the Niagara County Department of Health shall, in accordance with the 
provisions of Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR: 

(a) in the case of an action involving an applicant, immediately notify the 
applicant of the determination and shall request the applicant to prepare an environmental 
impact report in the form of a draft environmental impact statement or, 

(b) in the case of an action not involving an applicant, shall prepare a draft 
environmental impact statement. 

If the applicant decides not to submit an environmental impact report, the 
Niagara County Department of Health shall prepare or cause to be prepared the dr~ft 
environme~tal impact statement, or in its discretion notify the applicant that the processing 
of the application will cease and that'no approval will be issued. The Niagara County 
Department of Health may require an applicant to submit a fee to defray the expense to it 
of preparing a draft environmental impact statement or reviewing same if it-;s prepared by 
the applicant. Such fees shall be determined as follows: one half of one percent of the 
action1s total cost to the applicant or $1,000.00, whichever is greater, for preparation . 

. 
10. Upon completion of a draft environmental impact statement prepared by or at the 

request of the County, a Notice of Completion containing the information specified in Section 
617.7 (d) of Title 6 NYCRR shall be prepared, filed, and circulated as provided in Section 
6l7.7{e) and (f) of Title 6 NYCRR. In addition, it may be published in the official news
paper of the County or if none, a newspaper having general circulation within the County and 
a l:oPY thereof sha 11 also be pos ted on a signboard of the County. Copi es of the draft 
environmental impact statement and the Notice of Completion shall be filed, sent, and made 
available as provided in Section 6l7.7(e) and (f) of Title 6 NYCRR. 

If the Niagara County Department of Health determines to hold a public hearing 



on ~ draft environmental impact statement. notice thereof shall be filed, circulated, 
and sent in the same manner as the Notice of Completion and shall be published in the 
officii)l newspaper of the County of a ne\t~spaper having general circulation within the 
County at least ten days prior to such~ public hearing. The applicant shall bear the 
cost of publication of the notice of pJblic hearing. Such notice shall also state the 
place \~here substcmtive written commertts on the draft en'I;ronmental impact statement 
mllY be sent and the date before wh; ch 5u t;h corrrnents sha 1'1 be recei ved. The hea ri ng 
sha 11 commence no 1 ess than 15 ca 1 enda,r dciYS nor more than 60 ca 1 enda r days of the fi 1 i ng 
of the draft environmental impact statament, except as otherwise provided where the 
Niagara County Department of Health determines that additional time is necessary for the 
public or other agency review of the draft environmental i~pact statement or where a 
different hearing date is required as appropriate under other applicable law. 

11. If, on the basis of a draft environmental impact statement or a public hearing 
thereon the Niagar~a County Deparment of Irl(~alth determines that an action will not have 
a signlficant effect on the environment, the proposed action may be processed without 
further regard to this local law. 

12. Except as otherwise provided herein, the Niagara County Department of Health 
sl1all prepare or cause to be prepared a final environmental impact statement in accordance 
with the provisions of Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR, provided further that if the action 
involves an application, the Niagara County Department of Health may direct the applicant 
to prepare the final environmental impact statement. Such final environmental impact 
statement shall be prepared within 45 days aftet the close of any hearing or within 60 
days after the filing of the draft environmental impact statement, whichever last occurs, 
provided however, the Niagara County Department of Health may extend this time as necessary 
to complete the statement adequately or where problems identified with the proposed action 
require material reconsideration or modification. Where the action involves an application, 
such final environmental impact statement shall be accompanied by the fee specified in 
this section to defray the expenses of the County in preparing and/or evaluating same. The 
fee shall be determined as follows: Fee specified in paragraph 9 above will also be 
charged for preparation~f final environmental impact statement. 

13. A Notice of Completion of a final environmental impace statement shall be pre
pared, filed, and sent in the same manner as provided in Section 10 herein and shall be 
sent to all persons to whom the Notice of Completion of the draft environmental impact 
statement was sent. Copies of the final environmental impact statement shall be filed and 
made available for review in the same manner as the draft environmental impact statement. 

14. No decision to carry out or approve an action which has been the subject of 
a final environmental impact statement by the Niagara County Department of Health or by any 
other agency shall be made until after the filing and consideration of the final environ~ent 
ilnpact statement. Where the Niagara County Department of Health has been the lead agency 
for an action~ it shall make a decision whether or not to approve the action within 30 days 
of the filing of the final environmental impact statement. 

15. When the Niagara County Department of Health decides to carry out or approve 
an action which may have a significant effect on the environment, it shall make the fol1owin 
findings in a written determination: 

(a) consistent with social, economic, and other essential considerations of 
state policy, to the maximum extent practicable, from among the reasonable alternatives 
thereto, the action to be carried out or approved is one which minimizes or avoids adverse 
environmental effects, including the effects disclosed in the relevant environm~ntal impact 
statements; and 

(b) all practicable means will be taken in carrying out or approving the actic 
to minimize or avoid adverse environmental effects. ' 

16. For public information purposes, a copy of the determination shall be filed 
and made available as provided in Part 617 of Title 6 NYC~R. 

17. The County shall maintain files open for public inspection of all Notices of 
Completion, draft and final environmental impact statements and written determinations 
prepared or caused to be prepared by the Niagara County Department of Health. 

18. Where more than one agency is involved in an action, the procedures of Section~ 
617.4 and 617.8 or Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR shall be followed. . 

19. Act'ions undertaken or approved prior to the dates specified in Article 8 of 
the Environmenta'l Conservation Law for local agencies shall be exempt from this local law 
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and the provls10ns of Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law and Part 617 of 
Title ¢ NYCRR, provided, however that if, after such dates a governing body. or aporopriate 
department, board, commission, officer, or employee having jurisdiction modifies an action 
undertaken or approved prior to that date and the Niagara County Department of Health 
determines that the modification may have a significant adverse effect on the environment, 
such modification shall be an action subject to this local law and part 617 of Title 6 
NYCRR. 

20. This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary 
of State. 



·------------------.----- . ..-,.... 

(Complete the certification in the paragraph which applies to the filing of this local law and strike out the 
matter therein which is not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by l<Jcal legislative body only.) 

I hereby certify that th~ local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No ...... 9. ........... of 19 .. !.?. 
County 
~~ NIAGARA NIAGARA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

of the ~~ of ...................................... was duly passed by the ................. (N~~~ .. ~f.L~~i~i.~~i~~.B~d;) .......................... . 
~iblX8« 

AuCluS t 16 19 77· rd . h h I' hI . . f 1 on ............. il ................ '................. ........ In acco ance WIt t e app Ica e prOVISIons 0 aWe 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval or no disapproval by Elective Chief Executive Officer ,* 
or repassage after disapproval.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No ..................... of 19 ....... . 

County 
City 

of the T of ...................................... was duly passed by the ................................................................................. . 
own (Name of Legislative Body) 

Village 
not disapproved 

on ................................................. 19 ........ and was approved by the ........................................... ~ .......... .. 
repassed after disapproval Elective Chief Executive Officer * 

and was deemed duly adopted on ............................................ ; ........... 19 ........ , in accordance with the applicable 
provi.sions of law. 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No ................... of 19 ......... . 

County 

of the TCity of ...................................... was duly passed by the .................................................................................... .. 
own (Name of Legislative Body) 

Village 
not disapproved 

on ................................................... 19 ........ and was approved by the .............................................................. . 
repassed after disapproval Elective Chief ~.xecutive Officer * 

on ...................................................................... 19 ......... Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a 

mandatory ~ d d . d h ff" f" f h l'f' d I . . releren um, an receIve tea Irmatlve vote 0 a ma]onty 0 t e qua 1 Ie e ectors voting permISSIve 
general 

thereon at the special election held on ...................................................... 19 ........ , in accordance with the appli-
annual 

cable provisions of law. 

4. (Subject to permissive referendum t and final adoption because no valid petition filed requesting 
referendum. ) 

I hereby cE~I;;ify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. .................. or 19 ......... . 

County 
City , 

of the Town of ...................................... was dul y passed by the ................................................................................ on 
(Name of Lecisiative Body) 

Village not disapproved 
...................................................... 19 ........ and was approved by the ......................................................... on 

repassed after disapproval Elective Chief Executive Officer * 

.............................................................. 19......... Such local law being subject to a permissive referendum and no 
valid petition requesting such referendum having been filed, said local law was deemed duly adopted on 

...................................................................... 19 ........ , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

-Elective Chief Executive Of rICer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis 
or t if there be DODe. the chainnan of the county legislative body. the mayor of a city or viIlaae or tbe supervisor of a toWD, 
where such ofrlCel' it vested with power to approve or veto loca1lawa or ordinances. 
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5. (City local law concerning Charter re\ ision proposed by petition.) 

I hereby certif~ t:lat thl' loc ::l! !..lW ,.:~nt'xed heoreto, de:::ignated as local law No ..................... of 19 ....... . 

of the City of.. ......................................................................... h.\ vLng been submitted to referendum pursuant"'to the 

provisio.ns of i ~¥ of tile: ~t;unicipallI...me Rule Law,anu Laving received the affirmative vote of a majority 

of the qualified electors of s~ch city 'voting thereon at the special
l 

election held on ..................................... . 
genera 

................ 19 ............ became operative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto. designated as Local Law No ....... of 19 ....... of the 
County of ........................................ , State of N~w York, having been submitted to the Electors at the 
General Election of Novetnber .......... , 19 .......... , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of Section 33 of the Muni· 
cipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirtllativt: vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the 
cities of said county as a unit and of a majority of the qualified electors of the towns of said county 
considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative. 

(If . any other authorized [orm o[ final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate 
certification. ) 

,.- I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office 
and that the same is a COlTect transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was 

finally adopted in the manner indicated in paragraph .......... ~ ................. above. 

Date: August 16, 1977 

(Seal) 

~. 

QerkoftheCounty legisla' body, al¥T!f~~c:S1eA:.:or 
. ~Ii I .cU:.Jl:iocal~tiw::bH:Y 

(Cel,ti£ication to be executed by County AUorr.ey, Corporation COLlnsel, Town Attorney, Village Attorney 
or other authoriz.ed Attorney of locality.) 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF ..... )H~~~.R~ ............................ . 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law contains the correct text and that all 

proper proceedings have been had or taken ror the enactment of the local law annexed hereto • 

. . . . . . . . . . /~.;.;.~./.~ .... ~ ~ . 
. . . , .N,; .a.g.a.r.a .. C?~~~~. ~ ~~?:~~~ .............. ! • 

Title 

Date:August 16 t 1977 County 
9Cftj Niagara ='fawn of ............................................................... . 

Viirafe 
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